
Day 1. Sat 17 Oct: Sydney - Melbourne - Ballarat                  Lunch & Dinner
Flight VA824 (TBC) Sydney 0900 - Melbourne 1035
After our morning flight from Sydney to Melbourne we begin our drive up to Ballarat to witness the history of the 
Victorian gold rush period. Arriving in Ballarat for lunch at the iconic Boatshed Restaurant, located on the Lake 
Wendouree foreshore. Our afternoon is spent at the Sovereign Hill Gold Mining Township where all our Australian 
history comes alive and the spirit of the 1850’s gold rush lives. Australia’s foremost outdoor museum, Sovereign Hill 
re-creates Ballarat’s first ten years after the discovery of gold in 1851 when thousands of international adventurers 
rushed to the Australian goldfields in search of fortune. By day, it’s just like stepping back in time - from the hustle 
and bustle of Main Street where costumed ladies and gents parade their new-found wealth. Witness a spectacular 
$160,000 gold pour, venture underground on a fully-guided gold mine tour or catch a horse-drawn coach and tour the 
town. Go shopping 1850s-style and visit hotels, schools and a theatre with goldfield entertainers. See steam-driven 
machinery in action and chat with the wheelwrights, candle-makers and confectioners as they ply their trades. The 
history continues across at the Gold Museum, which houses a unique collection of alluvial gold, nuggets and displays 
relating to Ballarat’s social and mining history. Later in the day we make our way to our accommodation for check in 
and to freshen up.  This evening we return to Sovereign Hill for dinner before we are immersed in the Aura night time 
show. Light projections and storytelling will bring the gold rush to life right in front of our very eyes. It’s then back to 
our accommodation for the night.
Overnight Ballarat: Sovereign Park Motor Inn 

Day 2. Sun 18 Oct: Ballarat - Ararat - Grampians                                 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
After breakfast we check out and make our way to Ararat for a tour of J Ward Old Gaol and Lunatic Asylum. The 
bluestone building which incarcerated Victoria’s criminals and the criminally insane for over a century. Designed by 
the same architect as the Old Melbourne Goal, Ararat Gaol was constructed between 1860 and 1863. The site was 
then transferred to the Victorian Lunacy Department and used as a “temporary” ward for the criminally insane. J Ward, 
as it became known, was decommissioned in 1989. The site is significant to the State of Victoria for symbolic and 
cultural reasons, as well as for its association with the history and treatment of psychiatric illness, particularly of the 
criminally insane. Every guide has their favourite stories to tell, so be sure to make time for a chat with the incredible 
volunteers here. Lunch today will be with a beautiful backdrop at Montara Wines with local produce platters to enjoy 
followed by tastings of their famous wines. It’s then time to head to Gum San Chinese Heritage Centre for a guided 
tour of this authentic recreation of a traditional Chinese building. Our guide will talk us through the rich Chinese 
culture and history of Ararat and it’s role in the gold rush. We can also partake in some gold panning or try our hand 
at some Chinese Calligraphy.  We then make our way to the Mount Langi Ghiran Winery for a tasting and time to wind 
down for the afternoon. Take in the gorgeous views of Mount Cole, hectares of vineyards, and the chestnut orchard 
whilst enjoying a delicious drop. From here heading to tonight’s accommodation for dinner and a well earned rest.
Overnight Grampians: The Grampians Motel
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Day 3. Mon 19 Oct: Grampians                                                                                                 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
First up this morning is a trip to the best vantage points in the Grampians starting with Reeds Lookout. From the 
summit of this lookout, providing we have a fog free day, we can view Victoria Valley, Victoria Range, Serra Range, Lake 
Wartook and the Mt Difficult Range. At Boroka Lookout we can look back over Lake Bellfield from a different perspective 
and take in the views of Halls Gap and east of the Grampians with both the Wonderland and Mt William ranges in 
view. Whilst taking in the gorgeous views here why not enjoy a cuppa from the coach and stretch our legs ready for our 
next stop. After descending the mountain and making our way through Halls Gap we arrive at Lake Bellfield, our next 
vantage point providing stunning views out over the water. Its then onto Pomonal Estate for delicious lunch platters 
and wine tasting with an option to purchase a beer and cider paddle to continue the tasting experience if we wish. The 
cellar door here is located at the base of the Grampians National Park and is the perfect place to sit back with a glass 
of wine and enjoy one’s surroundings. Our last stop is for some free time to enjoy the Halls Gap Town Centre’s tourist 
shops, cafés, Visitor Information Centre, or any other treasures we may come across.  This tourist village is nestled 
between the soaring peaks that constitute the ranges we have witnessed from this morning’s lookout drive.   We wrap 
up the day with a drive back to our accommodation for dinner and a good night’s sleep.
Overnight Grampians: The Grampians Motel

Day 4. Tue 20 Oct: Grampians - Stawell - Great Western Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Today’s first stop is one for the sports enthusiast. The Gift Hall of Fame in Stawell displays memorabilia, artefacts 
and archives dating back to the inception of this famous footrace in 1878. The Gift has been run every year since 
1878 except between 1942 to 1945 due to the second World War and today we have the opportunity to view some 
of its history through the vision library available on the touch screens. Down at Great Western we stop in at Allanvale 
Homestead, which was completed in 1921. After morning tea, take some time to wander the grounds and walk 
through the newly renovated shearers quarters. This property is still very much a working sheep and cattle property 
and is today run by a fourth generation of the founding Kilpatrick family. We then make our way to the Seppelt Great 
Western Winery where a lovely lunch will be provided before our guided tour of the heritage listed underground cellars 
known as “The Drives”. After wandering through this piece of Victorian wine pioneering history enjoy a tasting of 
some of the wines on offer. Our next adventure for today is a walk through Stawell’s Pickers Market.  An opportunity 
to wander through the stalls to try and find that perfect souvenir, vintage artefact for our mantle piece at home or 
just enjoy perusing the eclectic mix of items on display. For those of us who do not want to shop, consider taking an 
optional Helicopter flight (at own cost) over the Grampians. Our Coach Captain can drop us at the airfield and pick us 
up once the other passengers have been collected from the market.  Now it’s time to head back to the accommodation 
to enjoy dinner and put our feet up.
Overnight Grampians: The Grampians Motel

Day 5. Wed 21 Oct:  Maryborough - Maldon - Bendigo                                                                 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
This morning after breakfast and checkout we make our way to Maryborough Railway Station described by Mark 
Twain on his visit in the 1890’s as “a railway station with a town attached”and writing that “you can put the whole 
population of Maryborough into it, and give them a sofa apiece, and have room for more”. After morning tea in the 
Railway Cafe and Track Bar its off to Maldon for a guided short walk of the Beehive Mine Chimney and Mine Ruins.  
Stroll through the remnants of this Beehive Gold Company site whilst learning the history of what lays before us and 
its hay day.  After lunch in Maldon it’s on to Carman’s Tunnel which in 1882 was an attempt by the Great International 
Quartz Mining Company to drive a tunnel right through Mt Tarrangower. The attempt was abandoned in 1884 after 
only progressing 600 metres. Today we see the unaltered features of this man made tunnel by candlelight and our 
guide will explain to us some of the old mining methods used here. It is then on to Balgownie Estate for a delightful 
late afternoon wine tasting at Bendigo’s oldest winery before checking into tonight’s accommodation in time for 
dinner. After dinner as an optional extra head to the Wine Bank On View in a taxi (at own cost). This wine bar is less 
than 5km’s from our accommodation and operates from inside of the heritage listed bank building in Central Bendigo.
Overnight Bendigo: Quality Inn Colonial

Day 6. Thu 22 Oct:  Bendigo                                                                                                     Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
First stop the morning is to visit the Central Deborah Gold Mine for an opportunity to explore the surface of the 
mine which contains original buildings and equipment that were essential to the operation of Central Deborah in its 
mining days. Next we cover 100 years in just one hour on the famous Bendigo Historic Vintage Talking Tram. Once 
aboard the meticulously restored tram the expert commentary explains the history and significance of the buildings 
and locations as they pass us by. We travel past and hear  the story of the Majestic Sacred Heart Cathedral, The 
Alexandra Fountain, The Grand Beehive Store and the world famous Shamrock Hotel. After disembarking the tram 
we visit the Golden Dragon Museum for lunch and a guided tour through the museum and beautiful gardens. The 
museum houses the world’s best collection of Chinese processional regalia and features the world’s longest and 
oldest dragons, which includes Sun Loong and Loong, who have been in the annual Easter Monday procession for 
over 100 years. The exhibition called “The Bendigo Chinese Community - A Unique History” depicts the history of 
the Chinese Community since the famous gold rush days. We take some time to wander through the displays of items 
that have been either donated or loaned by individuals and organisations. It’s then onto Bendigo Pottery for a self 
guided tour with an introduction by the staff.  At Australia’s oldest working pottery we watch a demonstration of hand 
throwing and wander the interpretive museum and gallery of works by local potters. After our tour wraps up we have 
time to browse the Pottery shop and taste some wines from the Glenwillow Winery. Our day complete we return to our 
motel with time to relax before enjoying dinner in Jonah’s Restaurant.
Overnight Bendigo: Quality Inn Colonial



Day 7. Fri 23 Oct:  Bendigo - Castlemaine - Hepburn Springs                                                           Breakfast & Dinner
We check out and depart Bendigo today making our way to Castlemaine. We tour Buda Historic Home and Garden, 
a significant heritage property in the region. The gracious home is surrounded by one of the most important large 
19th century suburban gardens surviving in Victoria. The house was built in 1861 and from 1863 it was the home of 
noted gold and silversmith Ernest Leviny and his family. Next take a wander through the former Castlemaine Woollen 
Mill, now known as The Mill Castlemaine, it is a creative hub for foodies, artisans and purveyors of collectables 
and curiosities. Browse through the Castlemaine Vintage Bazaar and Platform No. 5 to find vintage, upcycled, hand-
made and second-hand goods. Meander around the artisan precinct and observe artists at work in quirky art spaces. 
On site deliciousness includes Das Kaffeehaus roastery and Viennese Café, Shedshaker Brewery and Tap Room, 
Oakwood Smallgoods Co., Boomtown Winemakers Co-op and Ice-cream Social all providing options for us to purchase 
a bite to eat. We arrive at tonight’s accommodation and enjoy a free afternoon. Some suggestions (at own cost) for 
the afternoon include spending time at the accommodation and making the most of the indoor heated pool, guest 
lounges with billiard and tennis tables, or wine tasting and an afternoon snack at the Cellar Door.  Other suggestions 
include the Hepburn Bath House and Spa for those that want to enjoy a relaxing spa treatment or soak in the mineral 
waters, or for the keen shopper head to the Amazing Mill Markets in Daylesford to find that essential piece for your 
collection. Our Coach Captain will do drop off’s and pick up’s at the two suggested locations from 2pm and until 
5.30pm, but please chat to him/her if you wish to be dropped somewhere else along the way. We then all meet up at 
our accommodation’s restaurant for a divine dinner. 
Overnight Hepburn Springs: Bellinzona Resort

Day 8. Sat 24 Oct: Hepburn Springs - Mt Macedon - Melbourne - Sydney                                               Breakfast & Lunch
After breakfast it’s check out time again as we board our coach and drive to Mt Macedon and stop in for a morning 
guided tour of The Stokes Collection and Forest Glade Gardens. This remarkable collection represents the life long 
passion of Cyril Stokes for researching and attending art auctions and estate sales around the world. This much loved 
collection of antiques, tapestries, porcelain, statues, hanging art and so much more is an unmissable experience.  
After our tour through the collection we have some time to wander through the almost 100 year old gardens that 
were once decimated by the Ash Wednesday fires in 1983 but have been bought back to life with many years of hard 
labour. Our lunch today will be held at the Top of the Range Tea Rooms which is located at the summit of Mount 
Macedon and right next to the heritage listed Mount Macedon Memorial Cross. This monument commemorates 
those who gave their lives throughout World War I with the original structure being unveiled in 1935.  Due to storm and 
fire damage this shrine of remembrance was replaced in 1995 and is to be considered to be the most significant war 
memorial in Victoria. After taking in the view from the summit we board our coach to make the last leg of our journey 
to the Melbourne Airport for our flight home.
Flight VA859 (TBC) Melbourne 1600 - Sydney 1725
We arrive back into Sydney Airport early evening after a wonderful week touring Central Victoria with Trade Travel and 
the Castle Hill & District Probus Club. 

Tour Highlights: Lunch Boatshed Restaurant Lake Wendouree; Sovereign Hill Gold Mining Township & Gold 
Museum; Aura Night time Show; J Ward Old Gaol & Lunatic Asylum; Montara Wines; Gum San Chinese Heritage 
Centre; Mount Langi Ghiran Winery; Grampian’s Lookouts including Reeds, Boroka & Lake Bellfield; Pomonal 
Estate Winery; Halls Gap Town Centre; The Gift Hall Of Fame in Stawell; Allanvale Homestead; Seppelt Great 
Western Winery and “The Drives” Underground Cellar Tour; Stawell Picker’s Market; Maryborough Railway Station 
Morning Tea; Maldon Beehive Mine Chimney & Ruins; Carman’s Tunnel; Balgownie Estate Winery; Central Deborah 
Goldmine; Bendigo Historic Vintage Talking Tram; Golden Dragon Museum; Bendigo Pottery & Glenwillow Wine 
Tasting; Buda Historic Home & Garden; The Mill Castlemaine; The Stokes Collection & Forest Glade Gardens; Top 
Of The Range Tea Room; Mount Macedon Memorial Cross & Summit plus more.



Ballarat - Grampians - Bendigo

Tour Price Includes:
• Return flights Sydney - Melbourne - Sydney
• Luxury coach travel
• 7 Nights quality accommodation 
• Breakfast, lunch & dinner as per itinerary (21 Meals) 
• All entry fees & guides as per itinerary
• 
Tour Price Excludes:
• Return group airport transfers
• Anything listed in the itinerary as optional
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$2,698.00 per person Twin Share (Single Supplement $498.00)
Tour cost based on minimum 30 pax

$2,798.00 per person Twin Share (Single Supplement $498.00)
Tour cost based on minimum 20 pax

The tour prices valid for travel in 2020. Please note that the itinerary is subject to change without notice.  

Payment Details:
DEPOSIT $200 due along with your completed form before and no later

than Friday 12th June 2020.  
FINAL PAYMENT due before and no later than Friday 10th July 2020.

For information, bookings & travel insurance contact: 

Trade Travel 1800 034 439
email: joanna@tradetravel.com


